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both alike spent their days in spiritual meditation and philo-
sophic reflection. They plumbed the depths of Holy Scripture
in order to discover its hidden and mysterious meaning. In
other words, they gave to the Tor ah a symbolical and allegorical
sense, as did Philo, and we are not surprised to find that the
philosopher was interested in them. It is probable that their
thought was also devoted to the popular subject of soteriological
metaphysics, and to gnostic ideas more or less tinged with
Pythagorean speculations. They gathered every seventh day
to celebrate the Sabbath, but it was a Sabbath of the learned,
a metaphysical and mystical Sabbath wherein each enriched the
rest with the fruits of his own solitary meditation during the
past week.1
Were not the Therapeutae, then, on the borderline of
Judaism ? Were they not really an heretical sect, a kind of
perfected Essenism ? They may have been, but it is impossible
to prove it, since the description of them given in the treatise of
Philo whence our information is derived, namely, the De Vita
Contemplativa, is a purely ideal picture. It has been said above
that, in a sense, Philo was a witness to this Judaeo-pagan
syncretism and that he was a typical representative of it, rather
then an exceptional individual or a strikingly original person-
ality. His was a syncretism of the philosophic type, that is to
say, a form of speculation which takes as its point of departure
the study of Greek philosophy. This, however, was only one
stream of thought, and there were others less rationalistic in
their inspiration and far more coloured by Oriental mysticism.
Philo himself gives us a glimpse 2 of certain effects, certain
forms of expression, resulting from these complex and obscure
influences. He speaks of Cainites, Ammonites, and Moabites,
whom he regards as heretics ; hence it is a question of Jewish
syncretists. Some of these appear to have been pneumatics
who directed their speculations towards the spirit, whereas
others were materialists who reduced them to the level of matter,
as in the case of the Christian gnostics. These sects challenged
the Torah, setting up Cain in opposition to Moses, and holding
that the world and the Law were the wrork of a Demiurge who
had attempted to usurp the place of the true God in the minds
of men. Viewed from another angle, they fell into line with
the great stirring of interest in soteriology which seems to have
been the religious malady of the age. They take their place
among the enthusiasts who were awaiting the fulness of the
times. We shall find all this again among the pagans; there
1	Philo, De vita contemplative 2.
2	CCCLVffl, 75.

